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n The majestic blue whale, the goliath of the sea, < Match 1 of 4 >
certainly stands alone within the anin'I kingdom for its o I
adaptations beyond its massive size. At 30 metres (98 > v H:}f’,;{fiﬂ;m. DI 14%
ft) in length and 190 tonnes (210 short tons) or more in @ The blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus) is a
weight, it is the largest existing animal and the heaviest marine mammal belonging to the baleen
whales (Mysticeti).[3] At 30 metres (98 ft)[4] in
that has ever existed} Despite their inco, - Lo length and 190 tonnes (210 short tons)(5] or
2 more in weight, it is the largest existing animal

aggressive hunting in the 1900s by whalers seeking
whale oil drove them to the brink of extinction. But there Blue Whale - Balaenoptera Musculfls

are other reasons for why they are now so endangered.

The blue whale’s common name derives from bluish-hue that covers the upper side of it body, while
its Latin designation is Balaenoptera musculus. The blue whale belongs to the Mysteceti suborder

of cetaceans, also known as baleen whales, which means they have fringed plates of fingernail-like
material, called baleen, attached to their upper jawsyBlue whales feed almost exclusively on krill,
though they also take small numbers of copepods. An adult blue whale can eat up to 40 million krill in
aday.

These gargantuan beasts used to dominate all the oceans of the Earth up until the late nineteenth
century, when the technology was developed to effectively hunt and harvest them. In 1864, the
Norwegian Svend Foyn equipped a steamboat with harpoons specifically designed for catching large
whales. This led to the killing of hundreds of thousands of whales up until 1966, when the International
Whaling Commission banned the practice.

The blue whale certainly appears grand in size and beauty, but the sounds it produces and how it

anmmnmniinlantan acn alaa aithlinea Acmacinah: thale vnaalleatiana aan saaak 1E€ and 1600 daathala
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and the heaviest that ever existed.[6] Long and
slender, the blue whale's body can be various
shades of bluish-grey dorsally and somewhat
lighter underneath.[7] There are at least three
distinct subspecies: B. m. musculus of the
North Atlantic and North Pacific, B. m.
intermedia of the Southern Ocean and B. m.
brevicauda (also known as the pygmy blue
whale) found in the Indian Ocean and South
Pacific Ocean. B. m. indica, found in the Indian
Ocean, may be another subspecies. As with
other baleen whales, its diet consists almost
exclusively of small crustaceans known as
krill.[8] Blue whales were abundant in nearly all
the oceans on Earth until the beginning of the
twentieth century. For over a century, they
were hunted almost to extinction by whalers
until protected by the international community
in 1966. A 2002 report estimated there were
5,000 to 12,000 blue whales worldwide,[9]
located in at least five groups. More recent
research into the Pygmy subspecies suggests
this may be an underestimate.[10] Before
whallng, the Iarqesl populanon was in the
239,000
(range 202 000 to 311 000) [11] There remain
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_ Benel tsc 0ol Sports D
L High school sports are an integral part o (75 View Handbook lion
vouth participating in any school year. T orts now
than ever before. Sports are an importan v, have used the passive voice in this I
Y Plﬂ-‘. g spostycam }"“F a great effect of sentence. Depending upon what you promote
positive social interaction. q A
wish to emphasize in the sentence, you
@ Most importantly, those who are active | mz.iy want to revise it using the active They
are more likely to reach these because st VOICE. to reach
their goals. According to the video “Hoy d that all
of the students who played sports had gt that
- those students who played sports were n nt m
~ Next, students who play sports have hig| Iy
s sports. This is illustrated by Daniel Gou  pjsmiss “higan
has shown that children who participate - _closer
ties to school and increased occupational aspnmuons in youvh is dcmons\mles lhul playing
sports inspires students to think about their future. Playing spor oves to be helpful as it
+ stimulates the brain: this allows students to consider their future carcers and aspirations. Many
. students do not think ahead in the future, but those who play sports have shown to have more

ambition and drive to succeed in the future.
@ In the CBS News video, Katie Couric reports that University of Alberta states “playing sports not
only gives kids confidence, but it can give them more rew mmships[’ Because playing
sports requires team work and dedication, this transfers into student’ outside of sports.
Students do not have to play traditional team sports to be social. AnLREHIsport encourages
interaction and social skills. Students who did not play sports often suffer from low social
interaction; social interaction proves to be more helpful than harmful to students, so playing a
sport could increase that.

The opponent might argue that playing sports can be very dangerous. While sports can be
dangerous, injuries are always possible not only from sports but everyday things such as driving
and you get in a car crash, going down the stairs and falling, tripping over a rock and scraping

vour knee. etc. The positives outweigh the negatives when it comes to plaving sports. This
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