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▪ Supporting authors’ freedom to choose where 

and how they publish with minimal disruption

▪ Making it easier for scientists to meet evolving 

funding requirements

▪ Attract top-tier researchers & content that meets 

ACS’ extremely high standards 

▪ Demonstrate that OA content can be trusted as 

much as subscription content

▪ Develop the information & business systems 

needed to deliver transformative publishing 

agreements

▪ Work collaboratively with institutions interested in 

transformative plans

ACS Driving Principles Around Open Access
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Open Access Agreement  – Workflow Options

R&P program with ACS Publications from 2025

o All peer reviewed ACS Journals

o Author’s choice of license: CC-BY Or CC-BY-NC-ND

o Author-involved Workflow: Corresponding author should request funding to the institution 

after manuscript is accepted. Institution admin will be notified at manuscript acceptance and when 

author’s request is submitted. Admin will review details and approve/reject.
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Author-involved



ACS AND 
OPEN ACCESS
Author Experience -
Manuscript Submission

pubs.acs.org



Proprietary and Confidential                                                                
American Chemical Society

7

Step One
Visit the ACS Researcher 
Resources Center at 
https://publish.acs.org/publish/.

Step Two
Log in using an ACS ID or create 
an ACS ID. 

Step Three
Select the journal to submit 
manuscript to.

Step Four
Click Submit Manuscript. 

Submission through ACS Researcher Resources Center

pubs.acs.org

https://publish.acs.org/publish/
https://publish.acs.org/

https://publish.acs.org/publish/
https://publish.acs.org/


Error message if not selected from down-down list.
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1) Read and publish agreement 
qualification is systematically based 
on the submitting author’s primary 
affiliation on profile at the time of 
manuscript submission.
The primary affiliation should be 
selected from drop-down list.

Submission through ACS Researcher Resources Center

pubs.acs.org

2) During the submission process, 

please ensure the affiliation in the 

‘Submitting Agent’ field and the 

‘Author & Institutions’ field reflect 

your affiliation. These fields should 
show the same institution.
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Submission through ACS Researcher Resources Center

pubs.acs.org

When submitting the manuscript, authors will be asked if they need to comply with any open access mandates and how they 

may pay for any required open access publication costs. 

The answers to these questions do NOT determine qualification through a read and publish agreement and were designed to 

get authors thinking about open access and how the APC may be covered. 



ACS AND 
OPEN ACCESS
Author Experience -
Journal Publishing Agreement

pubs.acs.org



When the manuscript is accepted, corresponding author will receive an email invitation requesting completion of the Journal 
Publishing Agreement. 
The link to complete their Journal Publishing Agreement (JPA) for the manuscript is contained within the email.
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Journal Publishing Agreement

pubs.acs.org



The JPA assistant will identify 
that an author is affiliated to an 
open access agreement. 

Authors should select the Yes, 
I wish to publish open 
access as per the agreement
option to retain copyright to the 
manuscript. 

By selecting the No, I do not 
wish to publish open access 
option, copyright will be 
transferred to the ACS. 
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Journal Publishing Agreement

pubs.acs.org



If the author selects the No, I do not wish to publish open access option, the JPA Assistant will confirm the intent of 
the author. 
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Journal Publishing Agreement

pubs.acs.org



The author should complete all additional questions within the JPA assistant to finalize the JPA. 
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Journal Publishing Agreement

pubs.acs.org



Author will be given the option of either 
1) electronically signing the Agreement or 
2) downloading a PDF to print for a physical 
signature. 

In order to have an employer or co-author sign 
your agreement, click the "download" link and 
you will receive a copy of the PDF for a 
signature. 
Certified Digital Signatures and manual 
signatures are accepted.

The signed PDF must be complete, and only a 
single file will be accepted. Remember to 
return all pages, not just the signature page! 
Return to the Journal Publishing Agreement 
tool from the original email invite you received, 
click "Save and Continue", upload your signed 
agreement, and then click "submit".
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Journal Publishing Agreement

pubs.acs.org
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During completion of the JPA, if the author selects the Yes, I wish to publish open access as per the agreement option, the 

author will be provided with an Order Open Access button at the end of the JPA process. By clicking this button, the author 

will be taken directly to Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) to complete a funding request for their manuscript. 

Journal Publishing Agreement

pubs.acs.org
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For more info, please refer ‘Journal Publishing Agreement demo video’

Journal Publishing Agreement

pubs.acs.org

https://pubs.acs.org/page/copyright/journals/jpa_index.html


ACS AND 
OPEN ACCESS
Author Experience -
Requesting Funding

pubs.acs.org
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Requesting Funding for Author-Initiated Workflow

pubs.acs.org

To request funding through the open access agreement, the author should select the appropriate option on the Funding 

Options screen. 
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Requesting Funding for Author-Initiated Workflow

pubs.acs.org

The author should verify that the appropriate selections have been made and the total charges equal zero dollars.

Click drop down to update 
author’s choice of CC license: 
CC-BY Or CC-BY-NC-ND.
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Requesting Funding for Author-Initiated Workflow

pubs.acs.org

The author should enter their First Name, Last Name, and Email Address and select Next. 

The author should verify that the order total is zero dollars, accept the terms and conditions, and click the Submit Request. 

button. 



ACS AND 
OPEN ACCESS
Author Experience -
Funding Decision Notification

pubs.acs.org



After Institution admin reviews and decides on OA funding request, corresponding author is notified of Approval/Denial.

Proprietary and Confidential                                                                
American Chemical Society

23

(Approval)

(Denial)

Funding Decision Notification

pubs.acs.org



ACS AND 
OPEN ACCESS
Admin Experience –
Funding Review

pubs.acs.org



Agreement administrators will receive a notification of funding eligibility at manuscript acceptance and another email notification when an 
author has completed a funding request. 
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Open Access Agreement – Notification

pubs.acs.org

Manuscript Acceptance Notification Funding Request Notification



Agreement administrators will approve or deny funding requests within the CCC Institutional Portal dashboard by clicking the 
Approve or Deny button. 
The Approve or Deny buttons will be greyed out within the dashboard once a funding request has been acted upon. 
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Funding Request Review - CCC Institutional Portal

pubs.acs.org



To approve a funding request, click the green 
APPROVE button. 
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Funding Request Review - CCC Institutional Portal

pubs.acs.org

To deny a funding request, select a reason 
from the dropdown list and click the orange 
DENY button. 

You may enter additional information regarding the 

denial in the Additional instructions and information 

for my researcher field. This information will be 

included in the notification sent to the author. 



After funding request decision is made by admin, author is notified of Approval/Denial.
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(Approval)

(Denial)

Funding Request Review - CCC Institutional Portal

pubs.acs.org



ACS AND 
OPEN ACCESS
Admin Experience –
CCC Institutional Portal Dashboard

pubs.acs.org



If your institution has agreements with other publishers that utilize CCC, all transactions will be shown within the 
Institutional Portal dashboard. The dashboard can be sorted by publisher, order date, profile name, etc. 

Proprietary and Confidential                                                                
American Chemical Society

30

CCC Institutional Portal Dashboard

pubs.acs.org



Agreement administrators can check token balances and usage under the Billing Profiles tab by clicking on the 
arrow to the left of the institution name. 
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CCC Institutional Portal Dashboard

pubs.acs.org



Agreement administrators can set notifications for token thresholds by clicking on the bell shape to the right under the heading
Notifications. 
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CCC Institutional Portal Dashboard

pubs.acs.org

If tokens are managed at the agreement level, the token balance will indicate this by stating Number of APC Tokens Remaining 

on the Agreement. The balance shown is available for all institutions that are part of the agreement and are available to the

institutions on a first-come, first-served basis. 

If tokens are managed at the profile level, the token balance will indicate this by stating Number of APC Tokens Remaining on

this profile. 



To set up a new notification, click on Create Notification. These notifications can be sent to existing contacts from the profile or 
contact information can be entered by choosing Other in the Select Contacts field. 
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CCC Institutional Portal Dashboard

pubs.acs.org



Agreement administrators can run a Transaction Summary Report through the Reports tab. This report will detail the funding 
requests that have been approved, are pending, or have been denied through the agreement. 
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CCC Institutional Portal Dashboard

pubs.acs.org



Customer On-boarding 
Support

pubs.acs.org



Available upon request
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ACS Open Access Agreement – Marketing Toolkit

pubs.acs.org

PR & Author 
Messaging Support

Promotional 
Assets

End User Training
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Open Access Resources

pubs.acs.org

Understanding Copyright and the Journal Publishing Agreement

FAQs about the ACS Journal Publishing Agreement

ACS Open Science Website

Journal Publishing Agreement Flowchart

ACS AuthorChoice: License and Pricing Options

ACS Publications Journal Finder

ACS Institutional Open Access Agreements

https://pubs.acs.org/page/copyright/journals/jpa_index.html
https://pubs.acs.org/page/copyright/journals/jpa_faqs.html
https://acsopenscience.org/
https://pubs.acs.org/pb-assets/documents/policy/JPA_New_Process_Flowchart-1608226054487.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/page/4authors/authorchoice/options.html#optiona
https://acs.chronoshub.io/?fq=
https://acs.chronoshub.io/?fq=
https://acsopenscience.org/institutions/read-and-publish/


QUESTIONS?

pubs.acs.org

Contact us - OAOps@acs.org


